CHAPTER LI
THE  CORN-SPIRIT AS AN ANIMAL
ELSEWHERE we have seen that in some parts of Europe the
corn-spirit is supposed to take the form of a dog.1 A corre-
spondent, a native of Sanday in the Orkney Islands, writes to
me as follows. " In Orkney in my childhood the harvest
customs you mention still went on. There was some laughter
over the last sheaf, and some attempt to avoid the job of tying
it. More serious was the last load or sheaf to come into the
stackyard : I have known young men almost at fists to avoid
it. The last sheaf was the ' bitch.1 When one farm had
finished the ' leading-in ' before its neighbours, the lads would
make a she-dog of straw and put it on the sly in a prominent
position about the neighbouring steading, taking care not to
be caught." 2
1 Spirits of the Corn and of the     letter to me dated So. School, Sand:
Wild, i. 271 sqq.                                     wick,  Stromness,  Orkney, April 2Q,
1 Mr. j. A. Fotheringhame, in a      1919.